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Non-Final Rejection 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which papers have 
been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 55 VSC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or m public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 6, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sasaki et al (US 
5,978,339). 

Claim 1, Sasaki et al shows a disk apparatus including: 

a stationary frame having an opening 12 (Fig. 1) for inserting and ejecting a disk-shaped 

recording medium, 

a disk guide 15 (Figs. 1, 2, and 7) which is rotatably provided in the proximity of the opening of 
the stationary frame, and which leads the disk-shaped recording medium 13 to the inserting operation and 
the ejecting operation, and 

a floating unit 2 (mechanism body 2,colunm 2, lines 48-58) which it is a floating unit which is 
held in a floating state through elastic component in the stationary fi-ame 1 1, and which has a fimction to 
perform a recording and/or reproducing operation on the disk-shaped recording medium. 

Claim 6, Sasaki et al further shows a substantially arch-like protruded chin guard (the bottom of 
12, Fig. 1) is provided at a position where the opening for inserting and ejecting the disk-shaped recording 
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medium is formed in the floating unit, and wherein, when the disk-shaped recording medium is placed at 
the recording/reproducing position, the disk guide contacts the chin guide (Fig. 2). 

Claim 7, Sasaki et al further shows that the disk guide has a part which closes the opening for 
inserting and ejecting the disk-shaped recording medium and which has a recess therein. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 3, and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Minamimoto 

(JP 2000-090529A) in view of Liao et al (US 2003/0161253). 

Claim 1, Minamimoto shows a disk apparatus including: 

a stationary frame 1 having an opening 3 for inserting and ejecting a disk-shaped recording 
medium 39, 

a disk guide 27+34 which is rotatably provided in the proximity of the opening of the stationary 
frame ([0019]), and which leads the disk-shaped recording medium to the inserting operation and the 
ejecting operation, and 

a unit which has a function to perform a recording and/or reproducing operation on the disk- 
shaped recording medium and is supported on the stationary frame; but fails to show it is a floating unit 
which is held in a floating state through elastic component in the stationary frame. 

Liao et al shows a disc apparatus in Fig. 1, wherein the unit 1 1 is a floating unit which is held in a 
floating state through elastic component 13a in an inherent stationary frame ([0010]). 

Liao et al teaches that the elastic member 13a can absorb vibration; one of ordinary skill in the art 
would have set the supporting member in Minamimoto 's device as n elastic member to absorb vibration. 
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In such constructed device, the unit it is a floating unit which is held in a floating state through elastic 
component in the stationary frame. 

Claim 3, Minamimoto fiirther shows that the floating unit includes a disk-canying member 
having a roller arm 26 which rotates itself while pressing the disk- shaped recording medium onto the 
disk guide, so as to carry the disk-shaped recording medium to a desired position, and wherein, when the 
disk-canying member has carried the disk-shaped recording medium to a recording/reproducing position, 
a part of the disk guide 27+34 is moved in a direction intersecting the locus of the motion of the disk- 
shaped recording medium to close at least a part of the opening for inserting and ejecting the disk-shaped 
recording medium by the disk guide. 

Claim 4, Minamimoto shows that the stationaiy frame includes an upper frame and a lower 
frame, and wherein the disk guide 27+34 is so held in suspension from the reverse of the upper frame as 
to be rotatable a predetermined angle. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 2 and 5 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
• With regard to claim 2, as the closest reference of record, the combination of Minamimoto (JP 
2000-090529A) and Liao et al (US 2003/0161253) shows a disk apparatus including: a stationary 
frame having an opening for inserting and ejecting a disk-shaped recording medium, a disk guide 
which is rotatably provided in the proximity of the opening of the stationary frame, and which leads 
the disk-shaped recording medium to the inserting operation and the ejecting operation, and a floating 
unit which is held in a floating state through elastic component in a stationary fi^me which has a 
ftmction to perform a recording and/or reproducing operation on the disk-shaped recording medium; 
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the floating unit includes a disk-carrying member having a roller arm which rotates itself while 
pressing the disk- shaped recording medium onto the disk guide, so as to cany the disk-shaped 
recording medium to a desired position, and wherein, when the disk-canying member has carried the 
disk-shaped recording medium to a recording/reproducing position, but fails to show that the roller 
arm is rotated or moved to close at least a part of the opening for inserting and ejecting the disk- 
shaped recording medium by the disk guide. 

• With regard to claim 5, the combination of Minamimoto and Liao et al fails to show that the disk 
guide is foldable in two stages and is folded while the disk guide is leading the disk-shaped recording 
medium to the inserting operation and ejecting operation. 

• Applicant asserts; "An object of the present invention is therefore to provide a highly reliable disk 
apparatus which is reduced in size, thickness and weight, and which also reliably prevents the double 
insertion of disks with a simple structure, and thus prevents any contact between each of the disks." 
(Specification, [0005]). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272-7570. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, Hoa 
Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Elecfronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Tianjie Chen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



